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ell the first good itern of news is about the Firel Tandow
scheme Bo pot me ta the Worid SF Conventicn in Arizona. Meney is coning in,
and so are the offers of hospitality. Current plans are for a week or two
in the Lgs Anpeles areza, a couple of days in New Mexico, then IGUIACDN,
If you would like to help the Furd, please send your very welocore donaticn
(and no itaem is too emall to holp) either to:-

DLVE. FYLS KBITH FAREMAN T
F. . B P — ’ ‘-_'-;r';\_:_-.‘ o ¥
"01 8{ 1584 OR 209 agrolan B, and a benlson on
Hobe Sound Reading I T
Florida 33455 Berks [RG6 1PL, Joul' NOLdd,

.
Haluly (Cther fancds...l'd apprecizie & plug for -this)
¥ou may recall the trouble I've been having frou the ageing
Gestetner machine on which I xun off ©MG... well I have now been givei a
ROMLO 750 e¢lectric. Last weekend it ran off Triocde 26 smocthly..and it
will be brought on ta the ERG production line as soon as I can c¢lear away
current Gestotner ink supplics. OCnce that is done, 1 plan to use the Roneo
for rormrel running..and save the Gestetner for running a second colour.

RIVEWORLD RAUBLINGS in the last issue brought in an extra
large meilbay of ccmmente..so in this issue I take a2 tilt at PTL spacetravel
in the hona that is as well received, I'm also proud to present an interview
with the Hoac of Sector General himsclf, Jaues White, Then therel!s a brief
question-answer session with Sterling E. Lanier..to whom I couldn't write a
note ol thaniks as I mislaid his address in Austria,. Keith Seddon is bhack
with a piece on his bricf carcer as a special effcets man, plus loads of
goodies in  the bocok line, and a sheort lettiercol.

30 how can 1 top that for the next issue ? Well a little
iten from noxnc ather than Robert Bloch should be in that one, so I fael
it about tine ERG declared its policy. Eerewith,.to lzeep on publis hing

material about items..or from people, of interest to me...and I hopo 3o
You too. ¢ don't forget to et me know if I'uw succceding.
i Best, Terry Jeoves

s

| A



ot nt

PER ARDUA AT ASTRA ... ’
RIS AT T, . )

SO S IOl = S C e .
e s T A e s e st
s e

elatively 5pe‘5k;}

< o0 - o eg?
L e . 2y
& R 2ol it
A ’.l.v‘

by

AT T T o Terry Jeceves
.:: ."5;_ T . KLY M _:,lf#‘;‘,‘ s
i iy B
Lt . i 7

‘Ringworld Ramblings' in the last issue
seemed to go down well, so herc is a bit
theme of SF.

: : Any text book will tell you that the nearest
star is around 4 light years away...which is another way of saying that if you
travel at the speed of light (166,000 milus per sccond, henceforth xeferred

to simply as ‘'c') it will take you four yeers to get there - and a similar
tine for the roturn trip. An eight year journey seems a bit grim; until one
digs into iinstcin's Relativity equaotions and finds there is one which has a°
bearing on trip time., Since all tests and observations confirm-his theoriea,
naybe we can improve that 8 year figure 2 bit.

A
more . speculatior . of %
. J--\-\'_b(u,-

FledR i

According to Einstein - and remcmberi tosts
ipdicate he's right - time slows dovn for a traveller, in proportion to the
specd @t which he travels, Even for 7 milc a second astronauts, the effect
is virtually minimal, but as you get up towards 'c', things change a bit.’

The relevant formiula for the time measured {(and that means any kind of clock
including the 'body clock') is given by the equation :- o
t =/ Vi
So if our ireveller moved at kalf the speed of v// L 2
light (v = .5¢) Thea t would be given by the
square root of 1 minus .25. Root »75 I'd guess at about +85 so we must
multiply our trip time of & years by .85. Roughly (my calculator is down -
stairs) that gives us a rcund trip of 6% ycars. Not a lot better, but we'lre
heading in the right direction., Presunably spacemen might accept such a trip
time,..but don't forget, this is time mcasured by the astrgnaut, As far as
peoplc on Iarth are concerned, the journcy kept him away the full eight
years (excluding any exploring time while out there). It would indicate that
star goors will bc bachelor orphans....familics wouldn't want such a wait,
Governnents on the other hand, can tolerate such a period for their plans to
matures In view of this, how about vpping the velocity and cutting the
(astronant's ) time even morc ?° Well at .9¢ you're down to a round trip of
about 3 years. Still not brief, but less than the period I spent in India as
a R.A.F paid tourist during World War 2,.,Unpleasant, but bearable, By
upping the volocity ‘to «99¢ the round journey would take just over a ycars
Shooting tuc bloke off at light speed itself ought to really specd. the wagon,
«..but whoa ! That gives us the job of finding the root of zero §{ liell,
ghat must be zero, mustn't it. Egad, at that velocity his trip (as far ae
he is concerned) would be INSTANTANEOUS ?




41 it would seem that all problems ar:z scolved...off goes the spacenan
and eight ycars later, back he conmes after a journey which to hin tock no
transit time at all. Er...well there iz a snag., It would take time to
accelerate up to ¢. Assuming he limits his acceleration to 1g, I calculate
(ané sorcone is sure to ‘tell me I've missed a zero or two) this would take a
full year. DBraking would take the sanc time...and then therel's the roturn
trip, G5adliy, our 'Instantaneous flight' is back up to four years !

And that -isn't the only snag. The mass of a body is also cdependent
an its velocity by the reciprocal of that earlier equation. 1

The mass of a body in motion is giver by this... n = 4"v2
If you'try a fow values in that you can sce that the faster \ 1= o2
you zu, the greater your mass becomes.: It is a negligible
increasc.2at the 7 m.p.scc of escape velocily...but inscert ¢ into that little

equation and as the denominatar ‘pproaches zcro, the end product rises to
infinity. At the speed of ligui, our ship would have infinite nasdt.

Abort § yell the faint-hearted. To accs! rate
or even move, an infinite mass will require an
infinite energy scurces..so it can't be done.

e But CAN IT ? Let ue interjéct monwn‘pct bit
=t of high,wide and probably utterly ridiculous

w m@Es i tem of speculation. -
& “;;:;;‘?:\ What about that other and

ot Lt L . P . )
Tngre famous Pinsteinian equation E = He<

Naturelly, our craft is fusion powercd and its

didn't we just work out that as thne ship picksc up speed, its nass incrcascs?
Well if iis mass gees up, then so does the mass of the fuel.,.and therefore
the envrgy cbtainable from that mass, In cther words energy will be thore
to meot the demand..it secms such a sinple and neat bit cf speculation, I
wonder rno SF writer has worked it into a story, cven if it is as whacky as
all get out; writers, I present you with the Jeecves-drive. HMay it take you
to the starsi _ ‘

: "Problem solved ? sorry, no. Einstein has yet another joker
.up his slceve., The length of our ship will shrink in the direction of its

motion by the same factor as the time shrinkage. 3

° \J
o:,.L— 1—2—}2
As our craft goes faster, it retains its cross section,
but beconies shorter and shorter. Eventially when our infinite energy drive
has boosted its infinite mass up to ¢, the-ship (and crew) have becoile a
flat lanina speeding to the staro., It does sound a bit off-putiing; but
like the time shrinkage, it will be un-noticeable to the crew although if
a spacenan pecred out of the window he would probably think everyone elsc
wes stretching like mad,...ah well, we all have problens.

Paybe he can still go...sc why not exceed C...and boldly go at
warp factor 5, 6'or 7 etc. ? Well, according to our tine equation, if we
raise v beyond ¢, thon we end up trying to extract the root of a ninus

(Continued on page 1¢
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5. Can you recall the circumstances which
first drew you to become a readel...and
later a fan, of science fiction ?

1y early interest in s-f began gradually, i suppose, with 'reading
brary copies of The Time Mathine and A Frincess Of Mars, and by

i axvosed to the visual wonders of Flazh Gordon films -~ although
was a long time before T joined the British Intcrplanetaery focietly
and realised that spaceships dc net AribYie sparks., Later came tac
phase when I searched the libraries and bookshovs for titles with

tar cr Space ar tke names of plamets in them, and I soon learned

that titles like Under Alien Skars vere falsie, while 3irius was not.
Dut it was reading an instalmen® of Z.B.Smith's Grey Lensman witich
had, I think, the most profcund effect on me -~ I discoverad that some
of the visually horrifying bug-eyed nonsters could be Good Cuys. It
is highly probable that if I hadn't read 3.8,Smith, and liked his BoMs
mere than some of his auman charactars, I would never have writlen the
Seetor General series where all the extra-ferrestrials are gcod, if
sonavhat strange, pcoplee

I mseocm tc remember that you used to do some excellent linocut artwork.
for 'alt Willis' Slant Do you ever do snything in that line
novadays ?

0dGly onough, my ambition at that ifime was to becone & professicgnal
artist. I could always draw &fter a fashion, and the linoeut illos in
Slant were there chicfly because otherwise we ¢id rot have euncugh

type to fill a page. DBul the ceupctition for would-be aef artists was
fough in Belfast. Everyonce in Irish fandcu could draw -— Dob Shaw was
very goed, New Worlds'! artist Cerard Quan was tops, aad even Talt
Willis could draw a rocoghisable egs == espocially when he was trying
to ¢raw a circle. But my artistic s~r career ended firalliy (the best
way to end anything, youtll agree) with thc onset of eye trouble.

As FYalt pui it in a Slant editorial, "The Whitc 3chool of lino-cut
illustration has bewn Torced to close becausa of trouble with the
pupilisa!
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ToJs Cait you describe what spurred you to make
tha Ieap from fandom to pro writing ?

Y
JJW. The eye trouble left me with more \::\fb\ €?§§
spare time, which was used to write
fan letters and the odd -~ sometimes
very odd’'=~ article for UK and US _TT—~
fanzines, and the first professional £
salo cane about partly because of ——  {§§
John U, Campbell's editorial policy™
at th&at time, Virtually every story |
in Astounding ended in atomic doom -7
in those days, and I got the idea -~ ﬂ%:
of Writing a story with an up-beat g2
onding. This was not a very seriougf
or urgent project because it took oV
éight months to write the 10,000-word: P
called Assisted Passage . : e
When the other members of

Irish Tandom recad it the consensus of opinion was that it was every bit
as good as the other junk being published in the prozines of that times
Ted Carncll, then editor of New Worlds, said the syntax was Tousy and I

oouldntt spell 'manouvre' (still can’t) but he was taking it for the
July 1933 issue; shortly afterwards the immortal (or do I mean inuoral,
or both’'?) Chuck Harris, in his fan column, called me, ‘‘James ''hite,
fakefan, foulness festering onr the fringes of fandou, vilest prot” and
T realised that I had lost my amateur statuse

7.J. Probably your best known stories are the Sector General series., Did you

clicosc this theme because it allowed you to create a variety of aliens

and their problems, or because medical themes interest you and you want

to write abeout them ?

JJM. The Séctor General idea grew naturally out of my fondness for alien
charactors and my unrealised ambition to become a doctor ~- most of uy
early stories featurcd medics and/or monsters (sneaky plug) and tho

S0¢tor CGeneral series simply brought the two types together. Originally

thé series was supposed to end with the third novelette, but péople

ingludihg me, liked the intergalactic hespital background and 'tle serics

has since run to one novel, 12 novelettes and onc short story, -tho .~
najorify of which have been published in the books, Hospital Station,
Star Surgeon and Major Operation (Ballantine, US edition only)&

The trouble is that every time I drecam up 2 really alien alien, and check

it for xencbiological versimilitude at the next convention with Jack
Colian, who thereupon bombards me with ideas for even more alien aliens,
tliey all seem to sprain a tentacle or take sick and end up in Sector
General. .

T an ourrently working on another long novelette for the series, and

thers dre scribbled outlines for two more in my notebook which may never

be writton because I can't read my handwritinge



TJ. Do you 'invent! your medical c¢etails or do you research them iz any way?l/

JJM. “he medieal and physiological details of extra-terrestrials have to be
invented, naturally, but the diagnosis and treatments arc hasel on Terr-
estrial practice. Research is needed sometimes, and my sources range
from Principles of Intcnsive Care (Emery, Yates & sioorhead) through
Heproduction (Cohen), to The British Bed Cross Fyrst Aid Handbook ~-
duite often the 1attg_, becavse the ailing aliens are frecuently in a
oluﬂa tion where they need help feom members of a comnletely differont
species, a species which has no prior knowledge of their physiology sc
that the first aid epproach of giving assiatance with minimum dangex of

cotipounding the injurics, is best uatil their own doctor or & Soctor
Goreral type turns up. However, if ar author invents an e.< netabolism
and physiology in the first place, he autonatically becores tue
universe's leading @peeialist in the treatment of the being's disorders.
A clear case of medical megalomania wouldn't you say ?

T.J. “hich of your stories give you the greatest pleasure, and why ?

JJo7, This is a difficult suestion. Writing is hard werk and I, ia ocomion
Wwi<h most writers, fecl anything but pliasure on completlnw a story
because of how far short it falle of thc author's original concoption,
"he sStory which came closest to Jdoing so with me was Custom *itting,
published in 3tellaz 2 I think it is the only s-f story which uses
tailoring as the scicnce involved. As a tailoring assistant nyself for
22 years, I was able to appreciate the problems facing the lcading
character -~ a nice, old tailer and sartorial tyrant faced witn the
task of making anl fitting the proper gear for an jeXtra-terrestrial
VVID ulio is the first ambdssadcr from tac sta@ﬁﬂ

There was ne violence in the story,
exeast for pins being driven through
uaresisting black serge, but it sort
of sunealzéd up and involwved the
oxotions, It was short-listcd for
last ycar's Hugo Awards, which
shows that sowmctines I have good
taste even wherc my own stuff

is concoerncede

T.J. Is tlere any s-I writer, living
or dead, whose work you admnire
and nay possibly have tricd to
anmulats 2

T.,J. liany paople have different idcas
ol the Golden Age of S-F. Vhat
your nersonal Golden Age..and wh

J.7. For e the last twc questions are
linked. The Golden Age of S5-I as far as I am concerned



ngas-tho period late 1939 to the mid-forties. Great stuff was written
bofore and after that period, and the field has matured a lot since
then; but it was those particular stories which had the greatest
impgaot on me during my iumpressibnable years. That is why, vhen 'I°
started to write professionally, I tried to cmulate the combination of
style, sense of wonder, strength of plot, idea content and increasingly
perceptive characterisation of those storics (which 'had ‘always had
clearly defined beginnings, middles and endings). Onc of the nicest
things anyone every said about my work in the carly days was that I
wrote like Murray Leinster. -

. Since reading
First Contact, Murray
Leinster had been one
of my Tavourite
autlors, ‘with Heinlein,
Stupgeon, Smith (beth
7.3, and George 0),

Dél Rey, Kuttner,
Russell and more of that
ilk, I did nottry consciously to copy (No split infinitives here,
1ad) the style or plotting of any partieular favourite writer, ‘but I
did t»v to producc their kind of story, but updated of coursos -

. There are a lot of younger writers doing the same tling these
days, trying and often achieving the same high standard while giviag
thoir stories their own particular tradcmarks, with the didca thai wo
should respect but not worship our iiterary ancostors. I think this
is a very good idea,

Golden Ages aré funny things, they never quite fade away.

James White,
Belfast. 1970
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* or The Wonders Of Applied Science

In a dim and better past, when naughty boys (and evexn zirls)
had the livins daylights beaten out ot them for smoking behind the cvelewsheds,
I attendsd school., (Can't think what all the fuss was abcut, now: it was
only tohacco... and since they confiscated cur supplies, surely they proved
that to their satisfaction ?)

As a wmerber of the 5enior Heuse Drama Group, I volunteersd
to do the ‘special effects' for our lHouse's play. Then I read the scrint.
Special eflects ? More like Super Effects: at least for me with the aid of
whatever I could nick from the Fhysics department. It was so bad, the
Producer decided that someone wonuld have to help ne. The other blcoie was
placed at the other side of the stage., His task was to sinulate & tennisg
match by bouncing a tennis ball through the Frenckh windows and into the set.
I at ny side, was surrounded by narvels of technology, ready to do ny bitS.

And my bits ? On the set was a radio. Immediately behind
behind a cardboard wall (hidden from the audience) was a loudspeaker wired to
my anplifier and a microphone. Yesl! I did the Police tiessages....“neanwhile
voluntéers are conbing the swanps with loud-hailers, shouting, '"Don't he a
nadman, plve yourself up! That is the end of the police message’

The best bit, which never really came off, was the sound of
a wheelchair apnroachinrg Gown several Tlights of stairs with landings in
betwoen., It then had to run out on to the stage (bearing its *driver’') at
about 1% mph. The best I managed was to kick several chairs down the sida
stairs of the stage, then attempt te accelerate the wheelchair te tor velccity
in about ten feet, launch it and stop nyself before I appearcd on the stage.



-
|\~> After the dress rehearsal, pecople said it sounded more lile
a fight going on between the lighting man and his antique-Iconsole’ =~ oI
clse chairs being pushed down a coal-hole. For the next performance, I did
it with a few grunts of mild pain-and surprise, supposedly from the fdriver'.
This was moant to enhance the effect: +the result made it sound even uore
like & fight, ' : ' '

But now to the greatest effect. The FOGHORN § Tiobody
happened to have a spare foghorn, or know of anyone who did. I would have
to synthosise ite In a flash-of inspiration I realised just how it oould
be done. Of7 I trotted, armed with my battery-operated cassette tape
recorder to & field in which a friend garaged his donkey.. I won't onter
into thc sordid details of how we persuaded the animal to 'hee-haw®...bu¥
we did.  Tlayed back at half speed, and amplified to the top Limit of my
machine, the 'a-w-w-w' sound of the donkey's 'Hec~haw'
sounded more like a foghorn than the real thinges.I

half cipoctcd the QE2 to come on a mating orgy. ,jy,i;jw
It must have terrified the gudience.
o)

The one which didn't work too well .
was tho scund of gunshots. I had to resort to .
‘nilking up'! & slammed-down desk 1id. I remember » gﬁﬁ
touring the whole scheool lcoking for the best
gunshot~scunding desk. I must have tried out
hundreds. I had been branded as rad long before Q0
this of coursc...but conducting this testing -=-
walking around classroon after classroon going,
LifteeDALG | Lift,.«.BANG ! only served to
strengthen the image.

Once you've got an image, you never lose it. '
- "y 3 4

Kecith Seddon,

@@@;DUD@OOJGOQGQQ@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@?@39@@3@@Q@@@gﬂ@9@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@£3L@OOOQ

RELATIVELY SPRAKING... continued from page 4

a ninus gquantity. This sounds a bit disastrous, even for the uighty Joeves-
drive, I'ret thou not. Mathematicians happil operate using the sgquarc root
of =1 ey even have names for it, some call it 'i'others prefer teo use the

tern, ‘tovnerator j'.. You pays your noney and takes your choice, You can

still add, subtract, jultiply and divide with it..and usc ot to solve
probldis,. Sluctrical enginecrs erploy the thing in phase caleulations.

The squarce roost of minus one CAB be handled...sc why shouldn't our spacctlen
do just that? Maybe that negative root will produce the space warp that
writers love to usees..after all, if your length centinues to shrink to a
negative value, I presunme you'll vanish...somewherel As for the tinme Thing,
who kncus, our astronauts may cven get back fron Alpha Centauri in tine to
watch their own blast off -- assuning they cab wangle a ticket to the

launch site at Cape Canaveral | Terry Jeoves



A very wind-INTERVIEW with “

STERLING

e hLING .
T.J. Can you recall what first got you
1

rg interested in S¥F ?
S8.0.L

iy

* “Yes, +he magaziine covers, when 1

L,ANIER was 10,

T.;. Do you have any favourite authors,
stories or themes whkich you prefer to
most othews ?

§.%2.L. Zarly Asimov, Liceber, van Vogt (first complete novel read was,
tThe Bock Of Ptath'), Clarke.

a Uhat started you off as a writer of 8F ?

S.2.L., eing bored with bvad SF., especially as an editor of saue.

T.J. Lave you ever had any unusuzl, amusing, disappointing or outstand
inhg experiences when trying %o sell a particular story ?

$.2.L, Illo., Hell, 4st story took 3 hra to write. Sold to Campbell
first crack.

Tude. Can you offer any advice to those who would like to write SF 7
§.2.L. Like to writc ... Have an ege-trip (do not take a Wwriting coursel

Tedo Do you ever try to write in the style of a favourite author ?
S.E, ..y Uoyle. I wrote a Sherlock Eclmes pastiche for I' & SF

©,J. What sort of writing schedule do you se¢t yourself 2
S.E,L. HNone. I work besl when entirely alone in a
windowless ToolMe

Is therc any type of ST stery whieh turns you onf ?
S.E.L. WNew Wave, hyper~psychological crap (There is
gpodé Eilverberg and bad Silverberg)

i ;’%T.J. Do you think a scierntific backppourd helps a writer
u or do you bclieve ignorance is bliss ?

#2E.L. Yes to the first, No to the sccond. The second

. may, (or may not) write fantasy.

iTuJ. TIs thcre any story you would leve to write if you
had the time ?
S.2.L. The definitive history of the Spanish-imerican

3 R

b naval war with emphasis on ship desigils

* “Thosa '..0 WAR TOR THE LOT and THE PECUTIAR FEXPLOITS OF BRIGAJLIR
PEELLRIES (3idgwick & Jackson), were recently reviewed in LRG.



ERG 61 brought in a king-size mailvile, for

which I give many thanks to all those good

people who responded. I can't print nmore

than a small fraction of your comients, but

keep 'em coming, they are VERY GRATOFILLY

received. Herewith a selection..ny comments
, in triple brackets...(({ P.J.)))

Graham_Ashley 86 St, James Rd. lirchan,
_____________ Surrey.

"T must adnit I lilke
your new style cover, but it doesn'{ moan
it has to become a pernmanent feature does
it? (Yo, I may never use 1t again. Covérs
waoll continue to vary as fancy takes me. 1 tried that format, it was nice,
but it limited the size and illo type too much)) It's sad to think Paul
Iraser thinits you redundant as a reviewer. #As Keith Freeman woulé say, they
are not so nuch reviews as comments. As such, the few lines you give each
book are sometimes far better than the over-blown verbosity you find in nags
such @43 Veetor and yet you manage to get to the heart of the book. ({((Thanks
Grahan, that is THE point of my 'reviews'. I don't profess to preoduce arty
crafty com.ontary. Ny aim is simply to acquaint would be readers with what
new bocks arc avablable and an idea of their themes. The final good. bad
verdict is up to the buyer. If I like a book, I'll say so...but very socldon
will T pan one, as my hates may not coincide with anyone elsc's.))

David 3trahan In your 'Ringworld Ramblings' I think you over-cstimated the
"=.... problem of night on a Ringworld, I think that if a civilis-

g°xf}ign ation had the capacity or ability to build a ringworld, it
coi ?> é-r would have the ability to regulate its hours of light and
Egsgégs oT, darkness ((( Yes, but I was speculating HOW they would do it))

You assumed youar futurc civilisation would have the ability
to strengthen molecular structures...then they could sireagthen
the screens so they could be moved closer to the sun and the night tiue
darkness would be deppened and the stars becone visible. , ((( Jussi Pielklala
from Finland made a similar peint (I've mislaid his letter) but while this
sounds corroct in theory..it overlooks the SIZE of the sunee.which I . what I
mentioned in the¢ article., The nearer you get to the Sun, the bigper your
screens lust be to block out its diameter..ottherwise youw get virtually no

scrcening at all...sec diagram «o« eventually, you need a screen the gize

............... ;l"""'“'.. of the aune
' o .

5cct?on _ ‘ S
------ rcrccﬁ screeh

screen
ringworld ... . I > sun

rraett

1 . .
S e, P N

. .
f"..

Jussi drow a sizilar diagram..but with a tiny sun and
this lod hin to overleook the fact that bhis 'tiny' screen near the sun, .was
really a gigartic affair if drawn to a more rcalistic scalc. I suspect
giant polarised city ccilings might be the bost answer. TuJda)))


theory..it

\
At

David continues ... You work with the¢ presupposition that only ‘arth would
be used for the ringworld...why not all the other plancts ? X( In all
probability, they would also be uscd. I limited my article to Earth, siuply
fo simplify the calculationse..the ringworld itzelf would still follow the
sanc Yincs, whatever its mass. 1 cheosc a ringworld at Earth's orbital
@¢iatance because that is the place wiich satisfies our sun-heat ovalanca ))
Reviewing nardcover books is all very well, except that I can’t buy tham
becaust of tae cost. How abowt reviewing paperbacks 2 ({ But I DO §i1 )
Alan Duins
T T~
0dd Irishey was nostalgia proveking, but rcadable nevor-
the less, Fen arc always hospitable,; and the conversation
is always worthwhilc. Vortex..How did you dome to start

it ? Mg, it izn't tc create a market for ST writings, any nag, no matter

what noble purpose it purports to hawve, is put out ta nake money., Like the
read rs who Winncw ouk SF yarns for passing tc editors. They don't give a
darn 2bout guality, they ask cnly..Is it conmnercial 7 As always, the
reviow section is the best part of the mag, hercin is always real neat. I
dontt aluays agrec with you, nonctheless by now 1 know your likes and cdislilkies
and as such where ncedful will buy or not buy deperding on what you aay. «

Wy point exactly Alan,,you don't want a valuc judgenent, yes or no..you waunt
to kunow souething about the contents, Thpat I lwel is what mest paople wvant))

19 The Crcescent
Wallsend . .on Lyhe

Rovin Sacibhon

EEZE Your all-slcctro covers sdell to becoming mere cotlton these
6 Ipsley CGrove doyse 15 that a dcliberate poliey, or arc teachers heing
Erdington paid *vast sums* these daym. (A 1litdle of cach. L got
Birminghai excellont electrowork done at half price (75p each) froum

Sexion, 14 Ventnor Court, Wolstenholme RA. Shefl &t half
standard prices (unpaid- advt)..and I just got a pay risc. Rc your query
about using all the plancts fer ly Ringworld...sce answer at top of this
page)) I'm not tos sure of the feasibility of a cylinderworld, Iiost hagic
is the Safce one you gave against non-equatorial synchronous satellites..an
orbitins object must have its plane of rotation through the c.g of its
primary. (( Don't forget a cylinder is rigid and its cg..boeing a sywiot-
rical hod¥ will lic along the plane cf rotation througn the cgiig.ita

primary...sce diagrai... @ discrete satellite could < B
agt orbil arouad the upper circunference,.f  but when . - -
you ¢onsidar the whale rigid bedy of which A is L

part, then the idea is feasiblc..providing the Oﬁ i
structure. can stand the strains involved,.T.J.)) cyrnoer. -

Paucla_Boal

Den's picce is delightful, shedding
gentle light on gentle people. The eover >
Wantoee has a professional look about it, but is

el O sonchow, not ERG., Which inplies that ERG docsn't have a
OXOK professionalisn abouit it normally. X dontt wish ta inply
that becausce you do bring professional know-how to your publication, even
thought it is an amateur zine (((I thank youz kind lady..I do but fay, Indeed,
I can be very trying at times...Val says so anyway)))

THANK YOU, all the cthers whe wrote such interesting letters..I can't answer
all of ferl personally..or cven squceeze 'en into IRG, but 1 apprecistie thon
and hope vou Will koep 'eit COLliNfecssCNTY e

ta

4 Wessfield Yay
Charlion llcights
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RECFNT In 1976, Futura issued an excellen® series
1 ot B : of paperbacks edited by Peter eston. How

'dl‘ Messrs Dobson have made them available in
r Y
REA@ENG hardcovers at.£3,95 a voluime ««..
f”l'“@- e oy ANDROMEDA 1 has Aldiss, Coney, Shaw

\ i.ﬁ';f’"i?fﬂ A
SEhs P Holdstock and a "pgalaxy of
others. Happily, the story gquality is
well up to the scintillating author list.
Shaw has a tishtly plotted nurder story,
Coney 2 neat telepathy tale with a real
sting at the end. George Hartins tells
of & seller of nonsters for use in the
arena and Andrew Stephenson has a
forceful picce of future wariare, Ilarlan
Ellison closes the selection with a grin
account of body-organ thieves in which
the biter gets bit.

ANDROMEDA 2 is every bit as good, and the
mixture equally varicd. Shaw
details the jealousics and rcalities of
colony life; M.S.Rohar introduces Zastern
fatalism into ssace. You will alszo ucect
talking dragons; mutant socicties in
Barth's far future; the rclease of an
enslaved god; and Dick Geis comes up
with an cextremely powerful and richly--
tapestried yarn about an immortal and
a dying ruler.
Buy number 4, 2, or both. Whichevor you choose, you'll get a fecast of modern
s-f with all the rich imagery and wordplay brought by the 'New ifave'!, but
with all the »lot details of the old school. Peter Weston has selceted an
ideal blend of matexrial - nay he long continue so to dos

e e . o it %0 e S e b e e
e e Tty

Poul Anderson Originally titled, 'The Man Who Counts' when it appeared
Dobsan £3.95 in 1958 as a three part serial in Analog, this yarn has
Trader MNicholas van Rijn, one of his crewnen, and the

high born lady Sandra marooned on Diomedes. With only a few woecks food left,

and local foodstuffs high poison, their only hope of rescue is to intercede

in a war between two races of flying beings and then enlist the help of the

winnors . ' ’
Personally, I find van Rijn an annoyingly unbelievable chardcter, but

if you can stand his posturings and avoid asking toc wany questions, then

the actior is high wide -and handsome with old style goodies and baddies..but

with wings.



NIGUT OF DELUSIONS  Private-eye, Florin finds two strangers in his "roon emd'ES
Keith - Tallsez T 77 is immediately pitc?fcrked into a nightmare sequence of
Dobson 53,95 events and progressions through 2 sequence of‘111u81ons

g and revetitions as ne struggles to sort out his connect-
ion with a senator, the beautiful Curia Regis(who vanishes from the story
without a trace), a sinister lizard alien and an illusion inducing machine,
This one had me snatching every moment to find out how it would 'all work
out as each new situation proved tc be yet another chimera. Sadly, the end
did not sustain the terrific build-up, and proved a damp squib instead of the
Nova it first appeared to be.

S e Nell Fairing and her nusband struggle to raise their
Hilary Green children and preserve their way of life in a DBritain
Robert Hale, £3.75 torn apart by strikes and shortages. A new party,the

KBG (Keep Britain Breat) sppears, non-supporters have
accidents and Nell's husband is Hilled in a riot. The KBG sweeps into power
and Nell sots off with hor children to try and reach her parent.'home in
Wales . Mse Green paints her canvas with a chilling accuracy for the suall
details which make it live...local informers, travel passes, identity cards
and raticn books. Only ghe rether Yeus ex machina ending reduces the inpact
of a yarr which has a far greater ring of truth than any Hoon from Martian
invasionl): potboiler,

AL JgULarom - . e 1 :
P —o—=z== liicrobiologist Steve Lander and seductlve agent Sophie are

Peter liacey sent to steal a baccillus brought from the asterocids. The
Dobson ©£%.95 seduction technique fails, but the mission succeods. Steve's

Pharmaceutical firm tries to develop & new medicine from the
cnlture, but instead produces an addictive drug Elixirin and the culture
proves itself intelligent..and bent on meking the Zarth's populations into
its slaves via the addiction which spreads rapidly in all directions.

T found this an enthralling yarn, deftly and realistically developed and
one of the bhest and most convincingly written ‘*alicn menace! yarns to cone
along in a long time. As with '"CENTRIFUGE', the action is in a normal
everyday sotting without belief-sapping dramatics and high dpecd fakexy.

D AT AR
£2£§§=l;5§; With the 150th anniversary of Verne falling this
Peter Costello : year, it is not surprising to scc another hiography
Hodder & Stoughton &£6.50 of 'The father of SF', (an earlier hiography by nis

grandson was revicwed in EBRG 56), Couparisons with
the earlicr work are inevitable, and perhaps the nmost obvious differcnce lies
in the fact that whereas the grandson tended to edit Verne's less endearing
activities such as the writing of scurrilous verse, Peter Costello puts them
neatly in perspective. Verne at twenty was a bit of a playboy, & gad-ahout
and had acquired a mistress. Likewise tho new biography clcarly indicates
that whon Verne did marry, %the stcrms and tribulations of that union were A&s
nuch his Tault as that of his gentle wife. Thesc and other facets of the
author®s life style, the background and character derivations of his stories
are all'brought out in fascinating detail. Also included is a brief photo
section, an appendix of 'round the world! rcecords, & bibliography and an
excellent index., My only quibble is that once 2gain, though Verne's funecral
carriage is shown, there is no illustration of the inspiring tomb stone
erccted over his grave,
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“Then two space explorers are
stranded on the planet
Giri, their inability

to reng or seng, brands - AT - e
them as witlings in the eyes a&f the locals. Held by .. i
the prince-imperial, they must nevertheless journey across the planet to-
sumnon help before dietary trace elements kill them both. 4 fascinating,
well worked out and neatly plotted iunterpretation of thc old journey-for-
a-purpose theme, I'd like to have scem more reng/seng side issuos, but

their absence in nc way deiracts from a highly entertaining narrative.

THE AIYPHI.G TREE When Philosophy Corps igent, Selena Ash nakes a doép
_____ e space jump, she finds her craft has been sabotaged, she
gzg:oﬁac%gag5 S2ts down on a handy planet to luke the culprits within

e range (what she intended to do then, is a bit obscure).

In short order, she encounters a castaway, sentient

planets,.and two lots: of saboteurs. Next on the scene is an intelligent,
powerful tree which was discovered by the castaway and can create anything
you desire..including a better you. Ignoring the ceincidences, this is
all woven into a pleasing whole with only the romantic angle tending to slow
things in the last chapter. Personally, I liked it a lot.

Vernor Vinge
Dobson 235.95

- s DOV LIS
< mams s A R TR S
: il il

o B: .-.... '.l‘lk:' O-“ ‘.‘-‘L}\l?’l‘}'. - . r -
S—Cm—m———m——meome——mosmo==  JONO Saplens has been replaced by howe a2uperior and
Derizs Piserchia they as a whin have nutated rats intc men and forced
Dobson 55,95 them to relive human history. Into this wviorld apnears

Shecen, a being of quicksilver who can ‘acquire! living
things...and who guickly causes a crisis. Then there is Rik, a E?inker and
rehel against the status quo..and the upper-criist families, the Fillys: The
mixture is well stirred and woved along smoothly until the final third, when,
as is so often with modern stories, it sagged when trying to unite the whole
and give it meaninrg.

THE HAMD CF¥_ OBERON 'Amber' lovers will welcome this fourth menber of the
- " series {(recently published in the USA by Avon)., Here
Roger Zclauny have Lord Corwin and his fell ; beset b
Faber & Faber 53.95 we have Lord Corwin and his fellow princes beset by

dangers, which in the main, stem froti an unknown traitor

in their ranks. Their dimension~warping pattern has
been warped, their father missing, and indeed the forces of Bvil appear to
be gaining the ascendancy. The imagination and colour forming Amber!s
rich tapestry are all here, the strangepess of the Shadow-world and the
interplay between the princes. Th¢ action is nere sedate, but for Anber
Yans tiat will prove no hindrance.

- SRS N E SR RS Es s s s aeas=ss s ose=saz=s==2== Alistair Cronpten, exotic periunme
Robert Sheckley, blender and part of a schizophrenic personality,
Michael Joseph 54450 sets out to re-combine with his alter-egos, now

freeliving in pseudobodies elswehere in the
Galaxy. Ile auccecds in re-joining with the bhedonistic Loomis and murderer
Stack and @& three cornered battle for their body develops. A lighthearted
galactic fantasy remp, verging on lampcon. Entertaining, bui never rcally
getting anyvhere.



|7

EETEY LT LT = e :

R “RITOsY" Into one massive (bcms thick) volume, 8 & J have united
B e the three Gordon episs. ONE EYE opens with Khaszan's
Stuart Gordom hordes attacking Phadraig and an invincible golen
Sidgwick & Jackson smuggles the newly-born nutant away., The pursuit

£5.95 follows irnto the wilderness, whers the child cxeris its

Powers and the mumen rout Khassem's warriors.
"TWO L7iES ie even richer ond more colou rful as ¢soteric feorces begin th nave
their pawns, The Cyclone Brotherhood mounts a Project against the nuiant and
the strange lu'ons operate throigh mirrers to gain their ends. In THREE EYES,
Gordon unites his sub-plots, the Mutant sends his mumen £o loot the Pyramid,
the Cyclone Brothers combine against the madness threstening the land and a
flashback reveals the origins of Gordon's wonderrully detciled ard colofrful
world., The enphasis shifts subtly from epic fantasy to sf and you have in
one monumenial veolrme a werk which bids fair to place its ezuther alongside
the cult figures cf Peake and Tolkien. ioreover, if you couldn't aliord the
indiwidual books in the series, here they all are, in one handsone volune,
for half the cost of the separate tillew. [lighly recommended.

TEE MAGICIALS

e L ) When Private EYGA,QC&SG_‘]' is
James Guun . offered a thousanc doilars to
Sidpgwick & Jacksorn find the name of the lead man at
23,95 a llagicians Covention, it seens

kil like easy money. Houéver it
il £ rng out that his cliente.und the victim, are both
Witches...as are all the other attendees (hence the
"Covention'). In no time at all, Casey is involved with a lovely
girl, ihis own brand of magic, and a desperate battle between good and evil.
Plausibly - and pleasingly, written; this is one of those highly entertaining
yarns which izeeps you hooked without biting your nails in desperation. It
probably won't win any awards, but will give enjoyment tc its readers.

"I T R AR T SRR R S R R R R

The Iliustrated Beok OF Once again, D-vc Kyle, member of First
SCIENCZ FPICTION IDEAS AND DREAMS Paundem and Knight of St.Panthony has

Devid A. Kyle dipped ceply into the wells of nostalgia to
%95%39..T};?i.......... produce a worthy companion te his earlier

"Pictorial Fistery of SF'. Of gimilar,
king-size dimensions (23 x 21 ecms and 172pp) it absolutely creaks at tho scaus
beneath its load of artworlk, photogravis and sections of strip-cartoons. The
autkor uses Verne, Wells, Gernsback and Campbell as the four corners of a
frame inside which he examines ten main theme areas of 3F..including hoasgeors
& Mutants, Voyapes, FIL Travel, Robots, Supermen and many others, all inter-
woven with a schelarly text beasting numersus exserpts from the tales under

discussion . . . . . S A - O e
= * No cCoubt the nit-pickers will conplain about some insignilicant

error such as a misplaced comna or transposed title, but for those whose
intcrest is deveted to what 3¥ was, is, and will be, this is one of the high-
lights of the publishing year and a worthy successor to 1Pictorial Historyt..
.onow lot's hope that there is a4 third volumc irn the works to cover tie
fannish side of the secnc. I rccommend this one to all who love SF.
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== This completes the trilogy starting with 'Omnivore" and
tOrn's Starting off in top gear, dimension jumper Veg
confronts a hostile machine. Joined by Cal, the beautiful
Aquilon and the Android super-agent Tamme he roaus the
patterns of alternity meeting a gquesting energy pattern, 0X. Having played
with hexaflexagons, 1 know Bust how tantalising they can be...and so 1s this
involved sequence of jumps through alternity which are based on hexafelagonse.
This yarn is as difficult to put down as those amazing pieces of paper. '

Piers Anthony
Corgi 35p

i e Third in the ‘'Hooded Swan' series wherein Space Pilot
Brian Stableford . Grainger (nd his mind parasite) hare off toe the planet
Pan,50p Chao Phyra aboard the 'Swan' in an attempt to return a

kilrapped girl. After adventures in the jungle which
include a confrontation with a band of two ton spiders, the ~irl is Tound

THE PARADISE GAUE

Fourth in the series though the Swan sia@ys on the planet

Briaun Stableford Paradise while Grainger tries to sort out the rival

Pan 60p factions laying claim to the lush place. His job is %o
find a way to prevent exploitation...but the lpoal

survival ecological system beats him to it by producing its own breed of

nastiness aimed only at nasty people. I enjoyed this one far more than

its predecessorss.if you can only afford one, this should be your choice.

THE SL:iSTEIN IUTERSECTION

= SoBRSEA2YC  Iobey, a mutant and a telepathic musician lives
Samuel R, Delaney in a future world populated by a variety of
Sphere 75p other radiation-made: sports. The pericd is the

junction of Godle and Einsteinjan space. kid
Yeath kills Lobey's woman, Friza and Lobey sets off in a nightmare hunt
among ¥omputers, 'magic' and other fantastic occurencese.

THE_MAN_'HO_AVOKE

Norman Winters constructs a crypt and hibernates for

Laurencg Hanning three thousand years to find a2 world of forest dwellers.
Sphere oSp In repeated 'sleeps', he cncounters a world Drain, a

society of dreamers, an age of individualists, and other
wonders. Billed as 'A Classic Novel of SF's Golden Age' (It comes from a
49%3 is.:ue of VWonder Stories) this one reads surprisingly well for its age,

REPORT OF PRODABILITY A
== S=== NI For some unknown rcason, watchers G, 3, and C

Brian Aldiss. (Not to mention pigeon X) spy on lirs. larys Their

Sphere C5p activities arce reperted in meticulous, repétitive
' ' and boring detail in the form of a report read by

yot another watcher, Domolcdassa who secretly spiem con thems..and is in furn

watched from another dimension- and his watchers are aiso surveyeds.cioc,

The only apparent common denominator is an obscure 19th Century painting.

If you réad, understand and possibly engey this, plcase write and explaiﬁ

it to me. .
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==m===Z= Eight Blish-yarns from the magazines, each conceruing a person
Jasnes Llish and a cause. warth's official traitor on a lﬂiSSiOfl; rat--like
Arrow o2p space travellers cn a journey of extermination; saving a race

from (human) contamination; the take over of a giant spaceship:
and a wide range of other themes..including my cwn favourite of the living
space suit -~ but you may prefer the doclor who singlekandedly sets ocut to
curc o nlapets diseases. Blish is always good - this time he sparkles!

i 1102 SCTENCE

A wide range of essays on the tremendous stirides and
P2, & J.35. Medawar current ‘rends in modern biclcgy. It iacludes such
Paladin 31.25, items as; inheritance and the DNA code; heredily and
natural selcction, eugenics, zicrobiology, ecancer,

senescence and many other themes. All are dealt with lucidly with a firm,
but gentle push being given to 'old wives tales' and 'everybody knows' hits
of legend. liot a text book, but 2 collection of ideas which will anpeal to
writors ai¢ authors with more than a pas:ing interest in biology. 4in
wxoellent seneral coverage, plus & helpful glossarys.

2£¥¥HE%QJ+2£+E$§QE%§§ Carmidy is transported instantaneously %o ?alagﬁic
Rabert Checkley centre_to collect an unixpected logtery pr}ne .ard
Panther S0m one which can speag). Tke Teturn journey is not ao

: o easy and involves jumps through time and space, nlus
encounters with gods, talking dincsaurs andé other impossibilities. &1 tie
time, Carmody is hotly pursued by @ mereiless pradator. Sheckley does this
port of thing well...and cften,

I Jr"i:mﬁ

======= 4 scintillating seven, from the o~ X

Damon linight magazinres of the fifties, (where clse i'”' «?
s o

can you find sc ruch gecod, plot-~
constructed ST ?2) You meet the four
irngested by a blob of protoplasn; an
alien contact which drives wen nad; s quaslion-snswering
pattern; sccial ostracism; interstellar nortals, and a carc- @
less future superman. A1l lovely stuff, every single one 2
a winner, and indubitably Damon Knight at his very best.

Methuen Tiaznun' 75p

SSe=—r=sinoo-sza===22 Once apgain, an cight story of corpletely W
Ed. lZen Suliler new tales covering a variety of CLhamemg
Coxrgl 75p fron time lcons to telepathic empathy and ifroi

deep space problens to a spot of population control.
A1l are extremely well-written but for ry money, I prefer the Tublb 'Mirst
ContactT tale, the Malcclm aliens and dan Mergan's murder bite These are
conplete yarns as distinct from the irdcterminate conclusion aand action 1n
the others. Ly quibble apar:t, this volurie well naintains the serics standard.

£§§;2£§§é2=@£§§2£9§ in assmbly of rumour, hearsay and dublous reportage
Jchn A. Leel which attempts to prpv: that there are uaknow: forcea
Panther  75p shaping our destin. A chart of the known eleccro~

magnetic spectrun is prescnted...and with ecqual status,
it is exiended to a 'superspectrun’'® enconpassing ESP, Dowsing and suchlike.
If you wani to hear this sort of stuff....0¢lp yoursclfe.
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STAX TRELE  Fotonovel 1.
CITY ¢ TIE ZDGE GF FOREVER
Corgi 05p

Reneriber those Italian 'pictltorial ronancet
nagazines wherceby a comnplete story is told in
& series of photographs *? Well here is a
paperbaclt which ro-creates Harlan Ellison's fanous ST episode using clips
fro:z the filmn. For good measure you also get a brikef Ellison interview,

a glossary of ternms and & quiz, Qmality-wise, it can’t be faulicd. Treklies
Will snan it up and if you like pheoto-stories, theon this is an execellent

way of rcliving the voyages of the Star Ship Enterprise,

: \Lilf‘ T 4 i - - . - .
£§§=Q§==5s§=£§£§§252 An alternate world story set in the ossified 01§y~5tate
Brian JQuiss of Malacia which approximates ito Venice of the liiddle
Triad Fanther 95p Ages, but with winged pcople, magicians and uonst rs.

: Perian de Chirolo is a bit actor, philanderer and very
much a man of his time as he pursues his amours against a backdrop of intrigue
in support of progress and change., Aldiss gently and skilfully gevclops a
richly detailed and fully credible, stratified socicty with &ll its gparkling
facets and dirty corners; the whole making the lMalacian tapestry. This is
a book to read slowly as you savour its joys. Indubitably, Aldiss ai his best.

BLOCDSWOLYE ! ; : . .
::gg:gzz;- A ro-issue (at no increase in price) of the tale of
Karl Zdvard ‘agner the mighty warrior Kane, a Conan-type superhero who

n ) - o y i P i
Coronet ulp is also an adept in the Black Arts. Herc he acgquires

the Blaodstone only to find its uwighty powers are not
quite what they seemned. A rattling gocd adventure,
DANIGT S UDAVES The further adventurezs of Xane the irmortal. iihen a
Kost Tiiard $emer traitorcus queen is caugh?wand s?nte?oe§ ES a Eeirible
Coronet 95p %eath, her crusbed and raized body SuUrvives. alérc¥,

‘he queen, studies the mystic arts and starts to raise

armed forces and black powers to gain her revenge. She
calls upon Kane to lead them into battle. Again, blood and gore by the car
load, but a gripping adventure nevertheless, Both arc pood tales, but I
fancy this the better of the two.

?EE,ééléézggé?lgﬁ Mischa is 2 telepath, living as a thief in Garth last
v Amiiivos.. underground city. Bound by cupathic bonds to a varped
Lty Lol g sister and cruel father, she bras the ruler's lace
Pan .75 ster i ier, she braves ¢ ruler's palace
i and its cruel, sliave society to try and win cscape
@buard a starship.flown in by two Pseudosibz. & tauf,
involved yarn, which dces not pander to the reader, but develops logically
and convineingly. There are no loosc edges, but an excellent narrative,
CUSMIC KALIIDOSCOPE , _ . _.o. .. :
Smm=smmlssISEoZzozss A selntillating nine story collection., Talie your nick
Bob Shaw from a Weatern SF story (No, NOT 'Bat Durstaoi), Yotis
Pan,75p from the stars, alien tradlers, “he nutual desendernce of
. ) an and plant in 'The Silent Partnets', or perhans liona
Rocs Homaor st e Lkl TSRS ovely surtes monster on Ve Tncomte
- cory . ¥ eroco cn-rich old nan/flighty young wife
~ ¢y Picik anywhere, they are all pgood...and they all tell a story
rether then a pallid shadow of onc as is so conrion nowadays.



Melalfrey lovers will be pleased to hear
that Corpgi have come up with paperback
editions of two choice items :=

DRACGCITFLIGHT
___":::_Egji This one is a real item

Anne hicCafirey for those wishing to.
Corgi 75p have a large slice of
the 'Drago' versus
'"Threads?® story in one volume., It
holds the four tales which nake the
saga.. :eyr Search, Dragonflight,
Dust rall (originally, 'Dragonrider')
and The Cold Between. Without doubt, a
Tsnip' at the price.

DIAGCLSONG

=i This ¢ne is the story:
Anne HicCaflrey of Menolly, she wants
Corgli 751 to be a Harper, but

there is too wmuch

opposition so she flees her Hold just
as the Threads commence to fall, Taking shelter in a cave, she accidentally
"fonresses! a group of fire-lizards. Uragonriders besely appear i thic one
as it clings to the poor,suffering lenolly and how she attains her anbitions
Of tiic two yarns, Dragonflight is the cne to get if your pocket ig finite.
géé:i25£2;2=2252£=25525§52 This is one of those factual accounts which grip
Jamecs Giluert you on page 1 and never let go as the author
Coronet Z1.25 (hingself a flyer, aand e ditor of Pilot) delves

into the background history of many & well kinown
flying machine. His net gathers in the first atiempts at flight, gliders,
sed bélloons before moving on to cover powered rachines, dirigibles, military
planes, flying boats, jet plancs and even man-powered flight. ot 2 dull
technical treatise, but a lighthearted and highly entertaining looit at
aviation. You may quibble a bit (Four ¢.5 calibre guns shoulda’t be brushed
off as'four rotten little machine guns') but ccherwise, this ie a treat for

airerait buffs..ond indeed 21l thoss Antergated in tie scisnce of flight,
XLt ST10L X . . .
Eionmesmtd Professor George of Brurel University first explains
F.H,George just vhat is covered by the field of cybernetics, then
Teach Yourself Books continues with chapters on cybernetic wodels, logic,
750, “ . information theory, neural nets, autcmata theory and a

host of other allied tonics. This is not a 'popularise:
ation' - indeed, it gets a bit heavy in parts with Venn diagrams, set theory,
truth tablec and suchlike. MNevertheless, if your interest in cyhernetics goes
beyond watching the bicnic man, you will find this an vxecellent priner..and
of great use te aspiring writers of ‘hard core' i

éwégﬁgzgggzégé Analog readers will ve familiar with the writer's praise
Ge winning, 'With Merning Comes Mistfall' and ‘A Song For

Lya'. Both are included in this ten stoxy collection,
along with an assortment which includes a future alien-
human football game; mind control of corpses, pest A-war troglodytes, {TL
travel, space madness and & host of other gems. Martin fans..get itd

Georre 2... lartin
Coronct 05p
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CHILOW: OF DUNE . pird in the Dune trilogy. Arrakis is being terraformed

Frank ierbert ' but this threatens the giant worm-serpents escential to
New Znglish Library the production of the geriatric life-spice. Iinad'Dib

21 W25 has wandered into thée desert to die after being blinded

by a 'Stone Burner®, His three children are born already

possessing full genetic ancestral memory and Muad'Dib return as 'The Preacher?
& power strugsle develops between the Atreides, the once powerful Corrinos and

a third force, the Bene Gesserit Sisterhood develop their plans, This is
really the story of Muad'Dib's son lLeto as his strange abilities develop and
lead lim to victory. The plotting is of vanVogtian intricacy, and the exotic

names do not help. Personally, I preferred 'Dunc', but 'Children’ is highly
acclaincd and is indubitably a talc of great depth and scope. A masterwork 2?2

SO DRIGHT THIZ VISION

Sd-ficiio=stdazz=s== A delightful collection of four Simak noveletites Trom
Clifford . Cimak the 56-60 period. 'The Golden Bugs' sees en influx of

Methuen 'iiagnuml 70p seemingly innocent insetts..at first. ‘Leg Forst! is

Pan. 60p

about a collector of alien postage stamps. 'So Dright
Phe Vision' tells of a writer in need of a new writing machine, and ‘'Galactic
Chest! is abéut a reporter who finds..and reports, the existence of brownies.
A goodly set, where each one grabs you from the start, and the people are all
real-life, folksy types. Worth adding to your Simak set,

- :
THE CUSTODIANS 4/ ther four=in-one deal. 'The Custodians! tells of a

Richard CGowper future~viewing time nexus hidden in a secluded mcnastery.

e

*Paradise Beach! details a cunning murder involving a
holovision scene and a2 robot servant, 'Piper At The Gates
Of Dawn' is set in a medieval st¥le, post-Deluge Iritain and
follows the journey of a story teller and his young pipe-playing assistant.
"The Hertford Hanuscript® looks at Wells' time traveller from a differcnt

anglc. lir Cowper has avoided the current 'slam-banpg' style, and insitead has

given us a handful of delicately crafted tales, each leisurely developed as
it builds smoothly to its climax. Every obe a gem.

THE SHALG OF SEX TO COME

=== === SZ==Z===Z== Once upop a time, there was no sex in 5F, even if
BEd., Douglas Hill a woman appeared in a story, she would never do
Pan 60p more than lay a hand on the hero's shoulder. Those

_ days have gone,.and to prove it, here is an eight-
story collection, each part of which deals explicitly ..very explicitly, with
SexX,. he themes range from Silverberg's multi-sharing ysea of group sex; via

“the crudity of 'Planct Of The Rapes'!, to tales of plastic sex-surrogates,

aliens and slaves, and even including two giant copulating machines, iwven
the cover becars (bares ?) closcr examination. Some will love it, others
hate it...you pays yoar money and you takes your choice,
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This fanzine supports LINDSEY for GUFF =and THE TUCKER TRANSIR £l

Your votes and donations will bring ERIC LINDSEY from Australia, and
BOB_TUCKER from the U.S8.A,, to attend WORLCON '79 in the U.l.
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